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America’s First Black Female Salvation Army
Officer to Serve this Region
her heart is her foundation.
Lt. Smith is excited and
humbled to begin her new
journey with the people of
Coastal Mississippi. May
God's overflowing love
for us, help us to love others unconditionally.
"A new command I give
you: Love one another. As
I have loved you, so you
must love one another. By
this everyone will know
that you are my disciples,
if you love one another."
(John 13:34-35)

Lieutenant Sonya Smith, Salvation Army

The Gulf Coast Welcomes
Lt. Sonya Smith to its
deep southern culture. Lt.
Smith is an officer for
Congregational Life or
Pastor of the Salvation
Army Church located at
575 Division Street,
Biloxi.
Congregational
Life Officer, Lt. Sonya

Smith is a native of
Brooklyn New York. She
is a first generation
Salvationist and she has
two beautiful daughters,
Rudy and Faith. They are
the sunshine of her life.

the Baton Rouge Corps.
Lt. Smith is passionate
about her calling to win
souls for Christ and to
love inclusively. Saved to
serve is her heart.
Kingdom building is her
focus. Helping others find
Prior to coming to Biloxi their God-given purpose
Kroc Center she was an in life is her passion.
Associate Corps Officer at Trusting the Lord with all

Remembering Dr. King and
"The Other America"
By Charlene Crowell
NNPA News Wire Columnist

Once again on the
third Monday in January,
much of the nation marked
the anniversary of the death
of the late Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Countless
programs and events
recalled his famous speeches from the 1963 March on
Washington's "I Have A
Dream to his "I've Been to
the Mountaintop" delivered
in Memphis during the
1968 sanitation workers'
strike.
In a life of only 39
years, Dr. King captured
global attention in his
valiant, nonviolent fight for
the values of freedom, justice and equality. Preaching
and fighting for long overdue citizenship rights first
promised to all in the
Declaration
of
Independence, he championed economic justice especially for blacks to have
safe, decent, and affordable
housing. He also called for

full participation in the
economy, and an end to
financial exploitation.
Now 51 years since
his assassination, his words
still strike a resonant chord.
His words - written as prose
but markedly poetic remain as timely as they are
timeless.
"There are so many
problems facing our nation
and our world, that one
could just take off anywhere," Dr. King said in a
speech delivered April 14,
1967 at Stanford University.
Entitled,
"The
Other America" Dr. King
began by recapping the
nation's bounty and beauty,
noting how "America is
overflowing with the milk
of prosperity and the honey
of opportunity," and how
"millions of young people
grow up in the sunlight of
opportunity."
For his audience, those
comments almost certainly
reflected the lifestyles of the
students attending one of
the nation's elite educational

institutions.
In his inimitable
Baptist cadence, Dr. King
then went on to speak of the
"Other America" that was
equally real but far removed
from the commonplace
privilege associated with
Stanford.
"Little children in
this other America are
forced to grow up with
clouds of inferiority forming every day in their little
mental skies. As we look at
this other America, we see it
as an arena of blasted hopes
and shattered dreams," said
Dr. King. "It's more difficult
today because we are struggling for genuine equality.
It's much easier to integrate
a lunch counter than it is to
guarantee a livable income
and a good solid job. It's
much easier to guarantee
the right to vote than it is to
guarantee the right to live in
sanitary, decent housing
conditions."
Continued on page 13

In his advocacy for the poor and oppressed, Dr. King frequently spoke to President Lyndon B. Johnson, pushing for his signature on fair legislation. PHOTO: NATIONAL ARCHIVES

We gladly welcome Lt.
Smith, as well as, Majors
Bradley & Anita Caldwell
to Biloxi and South
Mississippi and hope their
service in Kingdom work
is grandly successful.
"But seek
Kingdom and
eousness, and
will be given
well"

first His
His rightall things
to you as
Matthew 6:33

Biloxi City Councilman has
announced his candidacy
for State Representative
House district 117
Felix Gines, if elected,
would be the first
African American to
serve in that capacity for
House District 117.
Gines
is
a
Biloxi, MS Native. He is a
graduate of Biloxi High
School and William Carey
College
(University)
Majoring in Psychology/
Recreation.
Master
Mechanical Licensed in
HVAC and Master
Electrical License.
His
work
Experience includes, working with the New Hope
Center in conjunction with
the Biloxi and Harrison
County School Districts as
a Behavior Facilitator,
Ingalls Ship Building and
an instructor for the
NCTC, at the Gulfport CB
Base.
For the past 30
years, native Biloxian and
local businessman, Felix
O. Gines, has served his
country in the Air National
Guard (30yrs). In 2013,
Felix was elected to public
service as Ward 2's City of
Biloxi Council Member.

FELIX O. GINES

Felix has served on the
Biloxi Planning Commission,
is Past Secretary of the 4th
Congressional District for
his Party and has served as
the Acting Mayor for the
City of Biloxi.
He is an avid supporter of many civic and
charitable organizations.
Over the years, Felix has
also been involved with
youth sports activities with
his two sons, Rion and
Keyan.
Felix enjoys utilizing his skills to maximize
the City of Biloxi's opportunities.

Violence Against Black Women
Afro
American
women have the highest
incidence of domestic violence than any other group
of women in America, in
Mississippi - according to
the CDC (Center for
Disease Control). This
violence comes primarily
from intimate partner,
male or female. CDC estimated in 2014 that 4 in 10
black women experiencing violence from an intimate partner at some point
in their lives, the highest
among all racial groups.
They also reported that
black women are murdered by domestic partners more than any race of
women, with 57.7% of
black women killed by a
partner dying from a gunshot wound. The average
age killed by males were
between 18 and 65.
Average age of black
female homicide victims
was 35. In a 2017 report
gathered between 2010
and 2012, CDC estimated
that 458,000 women in
Ms were victims of sexual
violence, physical violence, stalking by an intimate partner.
There are so many stats
and papers, textbooks, etc.
written on the subject but
the problem gets worse.
Eva Jones founder of MS
based Butterflies of Grace
Defined by Faith believe
that black men violence
against women goes back
to slavery. It is impossible
for this writer to disagree
more. White men commit

domestic violence, too.
Native Americans and
Latino women are #2 in
victimization. All men of
all cultures do it.
Mississippi is almost first
in all measurable negative
matters. Can Ms. Jones
explain the acts of Boko
Haran in abducting, raping, enslaving, and other
abuses against black
African girls and other
atrocities committed by
these
radical
black
Muslims. No American
type slavery here.
Black men why do you
abuse and hurt black
women at a rate higher
than any other race of
men? Why?
Why do we abuse and batter our Nubian princesses
with such disregard for
their well being. Statistics
show that 40%of men in a
recent study were shown
to be psychopathic wife
beaters; 52% were "typical batterers," and more
remorseful than others,
who usually restrict their
violence to family. The
antisocial batterers, 41%,
are extremely abusive. Is usually emotionally volatile, have

some mental health problems. There are other categories, too. Seven percent
are sociopathic batterers,
they comprise the most
violent group.
Regardless of all the studies,
the dangerous assaults; which
include Preachers, Pastors,
lawyers, politicians, and people from all walks of life
are guilty.
The organized church
needs to take a stand
against this scourge in our
society against our mothers, sisters, daughters, etc.
Speak out tell somebody.
Expose the ABUSERS!
Women stop hiding your
pain and shame. IT IS
NOT YOUR FAULT! You
married someone NOT
worthy of you, Now try
and get free from your
Abuser safely and SOON!
JESUS is the real Answer!
And He doesn't want you
to suffer, men & women,
STOP
the
brutality.
Repent and ask JESUS to
be your Lord & Savior.
Contributed by Pastor James Black
He can be reached at
Faith Tabernacle of Praise jamb1891@bellsouth.net
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8 powerful quotes to kick off
Black History Month
By: Fiza Pirani, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

The federally recognized celebration, as then-President Gerald Ford said in 1976,
calls for all Americans to "seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected
accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history." Each month also has a theme to go along with it. This year, the Association
for the Study of African American Life and History announced the theme of "Black
Migrations." As we begin a month long exploration and appreciation of black history, here are eight quotes from some of our country's most notable historical figures.
"Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will."
- Frederick Douglass
"... history has shown us that courage can be contagious and hope can take
on a life of its own."
- Michelle Obama
"I have learned over the years that when one's mind is made up, this
diminishes fear; knowing what must be done does away with fear."
- Rosa Parks
"Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the
strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world."
- Harriet Tubman
"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."
- Martin Luther King, Jr.
"The best way to make dreams come true is to wake up."
- Mae C. Jemison
"Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences, penetrates walls
to arrive at its destination full of hope."
-- Maya Angelou
"Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who
prepare for it today."
- Malcolm X

Black History Facts
Black History Month honors the contributions of
African Americans to U.S.
history. Did you know that
Madam C.J. Walker was
America's first woman to
become a self-made millionaire, or that George
Washington Carver was
able to derive nearly 300
products from the peanut?
Get the story of the creation of the NAACP,
famous firsts in African
American history and
other black history facts.

Advancement of Colored
People
(NAACP).
February 12, 1909, was
chosen because it was the
centennial anniversary of
the birth of Abraham
Lincoln.

ucts from peanuts among
them cheese, milk, coffee,
flour, ink, dyes, plastics,
wood
stains,
soap,
linoleum, medicinal oils
and cosmetics.

Heavyweight
Champ:
Jack Johnson became the
first African-American
man to hold the World
Heavyweight Champion
boxing title in 1908. He
held onto the belt until
1915.

First Senator: Hiram
Rhodes Revels was the
first African American
ever elected to the U.S.
Senate. He represented the
state of Mississippi from
February 1870 to March
1871.

Black History Month: The
celebration of Black
History Month began as
"Negro History Week,"
which was created in 1926
by Carter G. Woodson, a
noted African American
historian, scholar, educator, and publisher. It
became a month-long celebration in 1976. The
month of February was
chosen to coincide with
the birthdays of Frederick
Douglass and Abraham
Lincoln.

First Lawyer: John Mercer
Langston was the first
black man to become a
lawyer when he passed the
bar in Ohio in 1854. When
he was elected to the post
of Town Clerk for
Brownhelm, Ohio, in
1855 Langston became
one of the first African
Americans ever elected to
public office in America.
John Mercer Langston
was also the great-uncle of
Langston Hughes, famed
poet of the Harlem
Renaissance.

NAACP: On February 12,
2009, the NAACP marked
its 100th anniversary.
Spurred by growing racial
violence in the early twentieth century, and particularly by 1908 race riots in
Springfield, Illinois, a
group
of
AfricanAmerican leaders joined
together to form a new
permanent civil rights
organization, the National
Association
for
the

Supreme Court Justice:
Thurgood Marshall was
the first African American
ever appointed to the U.S.
Supreme Court. He was
appointed by President
Lyndon B. Johnson, and
served on the court from
1967 to 1991.
Eminent Scientist: George
Washington Carver developed 300 derivative prod-

First Woman Representative:
Shirley Chisholm was the
first African American
woman elected to the
House of Representatives.
She was elected in 1968
and represented the state
of New York. She broke
ground again four years
later in 1972 when she
was the first major party
African-American candidate and the first female
candidate for president of
the United States.
Self-Made Millionaire:
Madam C.J. Walker was
born on a cotton plantation in Louisiana and
became wealthy after
inventing a line of
African-American hair
care products. She established Madame C.J.
Walker Laboratories and
was also known for her
philanthropy.
Continued on page 5
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America Is Losing the Real Meaning of Black History Month
By THEODORE R. JOHNSON

Since its inception,
Black History Month has
never been just a celebration
of black America's achievements and stories - it's part
of a deliberate political strategy to be recognized as
equal citizens. Yet lost amid
today's facile depictions of
Harriet Tubman's Underground
Railroad or George Washington
Carver's peanuts is black
America's claim as co-authors
of U.S. history, a petition the
nation has never accepted.
This was the aim of
Carter G. Woodson, a black
historian and originator of
Negro History Week in
1926. He believed that
appreciating a people's history was a prerequisite to
equality. He wrote of the
commemoration, "If a race
has no history, if it has no
worthwhile tradition, it
becomes a negligible factor
in the thought of the world."
That is, no amount of legislation can grant you equality
if a nation doesn't value you.
This is the story of
black America - underappreciated and perpetually
experiencing trickle-down
citizenship
wherein
progress only reaches us if
the nation's cup runneth
over.
There is no disputing that tremendous racial
progress has occurred over
the course of the nation's
history. And actions by the
federal government are
often cited as milestones of
this
evolution:
the
Emancipation Proclamation,
constitutional amendments,

Why this year’s Black
History Month is pivotal
nation's original sin of
racial slavery.

Carter G. Woodson Park,
Washington, D.C.: In the Shaw
neighborhood, a triangular park and
bronze sculpture of Woodson seated
on a circular stone memorial commemorates his legacy.

Students from South Bronx Community Charter High School with help from community leaders gathered at the
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture in Harlem and led the second annual Future of the City March
against police brutality on December 2, 2017; marching with students from other New York City schools against
police brutality and the unjust treatment of people of color. Pacific Press-LightRocket via Getty Images

Reconstruction Era edicts,
Supreme Court cases and
the Great Society legislation. Undoubtedly, if not for
each of these, we never
would have elected a black
President or have more
black members in Congress
today than ever before.
But
we
must
remember that Black
History Month exists to
deliver what federal policy
has not - the eradication of
systemic racism. Yes, policy
is important, but the state of
black America today proves
it is wholly insufficient on
this score. We have Brown
v. Board, and yet the racial
segregation of public
schools remains the norm.
We have the Fair Housing
Act, and racial segregation
in housing has barely
changed in nearly four
decades. We have the
Fifteenth Amendment and a
Supreme Court-weakened

Voting Rights Act, and yet
state laws still implement
measures that disproportionately affect black voters.
Black
unemployment
remains at twice the rate of
white Americans. Black
median wealth is nearly ten
times less than white
wealth. Black Americans
are incarcerated at a rate five
times that of their white
countrymen. And black
health continues to be worse
on nearly every front - heart
disease, asthma, infant mortality, diabetes - and the
racial gap cancer deaths is
widening.
These are not just
problems of U.S. policy but
of the American character. If
we deemed this disparate
black experience in America
to be unacceptable, the country would have undertaken a
massive federal program to
address it specifically. But it

Study Shows Little Change Since Kerner Commission Reported on

Racism 50 Years Ago

An update to the landmark study finds there is now more poverty and
segregation in America
taking-done by National
Advisory Commission on
Civil Disorders, headed by
Otto Kerner, then-governor of
Illinois-examined cultural and
institutional racism in the
United States, from segregated schools and neighborhoods to housing discrimina-

Alice George reports, the historic study came to the conclusion that it was white
Half a century ago, a special
racism, not black anger that
commission assembled by
had led to the wide-scale riots
President Lyndon Johnson
that had broken out in poor
was tasked to better underAfrican-American neighborstand the causes of racial
hoods throughout the country.
unrest in the nation.
"White society," the panel
The result was the
reported, "is deeply implicated in the ghetto. White institutions created it, white institutions maintain it, and white
society condones it."
Now, a new study
called "Healing our Divided
Society: Investing in America
Fifty Years After the Kerner
Report" by the Milton
Eisenhower
Foundation,
which has continued the
Kerner commission's work,
returns to the study to look at
how far the U.S. has come
since Kerner's day. As Karen
Scene from the 1967 Detroit riot. (Keystone Pictures USA /
Grigsby Bates at NPR reports,
Alamy Stock Photo)
this week, in a 488-page
landmark 176-page report, tion, cycles of poverty and book, the study concluded
"The America of Racism." lack of employment opportu- that we haven't come very far
at all.
Better known as the "Kerner nities.
Continued on Page 14
As
Smithsonian.com's
Report," the massive underBy Jason Daley
SMITHSONIAN.COM

www.gulfcoastgoodnews.com

has not, because black life is
viewed as an expendable
character in the American
narrative.
Black History Month
was aimed squarely at this
harsh truth. It was crafted to
compel recognition by a
stubborn nation of the inimitable and invaluable role
black people have played in
the creation and sustainment
of the United States. It is 28
days of political strategy to
recast depictions of the
nation's black population as
inherently and completely
American. It is the reframing of the age-old rhetorical
questions posed by Sojourner
Truth ("Ain't I a woman?")
and abolitionists ("Am I not a
man and a brother?"): Are we
not Americans and citizens?
Continued on page 8

(CNN) 2019 marks the
400th anniversary of the
arrival of 19 enslaved
Africans, brought to mainland
English
North
America for the first time.
The Africans who disembarked in Jamestown were
captives stolen first by
Portuguese slave traders
and then by English
pirates who sold them into
bondage in what would
become the United States
of America. This scene
ultimately set the stage for
more aggressive entrees
into a global slave market
by England and, over
time, America.
Jamestown, and its subsequent legacy, represents
the racial origin story of
what would become our
nation. The subsequent
four centuries have produced a long struggle for
citizenship, equality and
freedom for AfricanAmericans that continues
into the present but
remains rooted in the

In 2019, slavery's aftermath hovers over contemporary American race
relations in deep and profoundly disturbing ways -including how textbooks
attempt to ignore the unsavory parts of this history,
going so far as to characterize enslaved Africans
brought to American
shores as "workers" in a
misguided effort to sanitize this painful chapter in
our national story.
Against this backdrop,
Black History Month in
2019 takes on acute
importance; this anniversary is a sharp reminder
that our history cannot and
must not be euphemized.
Each February, Black
History Month subverts
conventional narratives of
American history by centering the grandeur and
travails of the black freedom struggle. Black lives
mattered in 1619, to the
extent that they facilitated
the creation of the world's
most expansive industrial
and consumer economy -riches that were built on
the unpaid labor of
African-Americans.
Continued on page 8

Google Celebrates First Day Of Black History Month With Sojourner
Truth Doodle
"Here's to SojournerTruth, who devoted her life to the cause of speaking truth to power."

HULTON ARCHIVE VIA GETTY IMAGESPortrait of American abolitionist and feminist Sojourner Truth (1797-1883), a
former slave who advocated emancipation, c. 1880.

By Alanna Vagianos

Google kicked off
Black History Month by honoring abolitionist Sojourner
Truth in a Google Doodle
illustration.
"Here's to Sojourner
Truth, who devoted her life to
the cause of speaking truth to
power," Google said in a
statement.
Truth, born Isabella
Baumfree, was born into
slavery around 1797 on the
New York state estate of
Johannes Hardenbergh. She
was sold for the first time in
1805 at the age of 9 to John
Neely, and two years later to
her final slave owner John
Dumont. After enduring
years of physical and sexual
abuse, Truth gained her free-

dom in 1826 and traveled
around the country as a
preacher, author, speaker and
suffragist. She worked with
other activist icons, including
abolitionist Frederick Douglass
and journalist William Lloyd
Garrison before publishing
an autobiography in 1850
titled The Narrative of
Sojourner Truth: A Northern
Slave.
In her memoir, she
recounts escaping slavery
with her infant daughter, and
how she had to leave her four
other children behind. She
later sued her former slave
owner for the freedom of her
5-year-old son and won. The
lawsuit made her the first
black woman to successfully
sue a white man in the U.S.
The Google Doodle,

created by artist Loveis Wise,
references the courthouse
where Truth won her son's
freedom.
Wise, a Philadelphia-based
artist, told Google she was
"insanely excited and humbled" to create the Google
Doodle for the first day of
Black History Month.
"As a Black woman,
illustrating Sojourner Truth
was especially personal and
meaningful to me," Wise told
Google. "Her journey and
persistence inspired major
change in both rights for
enslaved African-Americans
and women. Her history is
deeply rooted to my ancestors and others around the
world.
Continued on page 8
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Learn About African Americans' Rich Heritage:
Visit a Historic Site During Black History Month
By Robert G. Stanton, Expert Member, Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation and former
National Park Service Director

February is African American
History Month, an opportunity to
pause in our busy schedules to
show gratitude for the contributions our ancestors made, through
their blood, sweat, tears, and hard
work, that advanced the liberties
and freedoms we enjoy today.
Over the course of this month, we
can educate a wider audience
about those contributions. African
American History Month not only
helps African Americans understand their own heritage but gives
all Americans a better understanding of the role of African
Americans in our nation's rich
and diverse history.
One of the best ways to gain a
true appreciation of the African
American experience is by visiting an African American historic
site, monument, battlefield,
museum, or burial ground.
As an expert member of the
Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, I had the opportunity recently to take a group of
young African American architecture students from Morgan State
University in Baltimore to several
historic sites in Washington, D.C.
- the Frederick Douglass National
Historic Site, the Carter G.
Woodson Home National Historic
Site, and the Mary McLeod
Bethune Council House National
Historic Site. These students felt a
great deal of pride to know that

these giants of the African
American community actually
walked on those grounds or lived
in those buildings. It is through
authentic, hands-on experiences
such as these that young people
are able to savor that which has
come before them and are encouraged to make the best of their talents in whatever field of endeavor
they have chosen.
Historic places help us to understand the full scope of the human
experience and to learn so that
citizens may avoid repeating the
grievous mistakes of the past.
These sites tell the story of our
shared human history, our struggles, and achievements as a people and as a nation. Historic sites,
such as the Frederick Douglass
home and the Harriet Tubman
Underground Railroad National
Historical Park, give us hope that
we can move beyond our difficulties and help us remember those
who fought for the civil rights and
the equality we enjoy today. We
have the responsibility to preserve and interpret those areas
that speak to the contributions
African Americans have made to
the growth of the nation.
The true value of preserving historic places is they transform the
past into the present and present
into the future - giving context to
ideas and anchorage to experience. History is the foundation of
the future. In these historic sites,
America has chosen to take a
stand for the values that past gen-

erations have taught us. We are National Park Service (NPS) in
determined that lives past shall 1997 and served until the end of
not be lives lost.
the Clinton Administration. He
most recently served as Senior
Historic preservation is a major Advisor to the Secretary of the
responsibility of the federal gov- Interior. Since beginning his
ernment. As stated in the National
career in 1962 as a park ranger at
Historic Preservation Act of
Grand Teton National Park in
1966: "The spirit and direction of
Wyoming, he has dedicated his
the Nation are founded upon and
reflected in its historic heritage" life work to improving the preserand "The historical and cultural vation and management of the
foundation of the Nation should nation's rich and diverse natural
be preserved as a living part of and cultural resources. He has
our community life and develop- held key management and execument in order to give a sense of tive positions at the National Park
orientation to the American peo- Service,
including
Park
ple."
Management Assistant, Park
Superintendent, Deputy Regional
There is no substitute for experi- Director, Regional Director,
encing the places where African Assistant Director, Associate
American history took place.
Director, and Director.
There are many areas that are preserved, not only at the national Stanton has been actively
level but also at the state and local engaged with a number of nationlevel, such as museums, historic al conservation organizations and
sites,
monuments,
statues, initiatives, having co-founded the
churches, battlefields, and ceme- African American Experience
teries. We encourage you to seek Fund of the National Park
out these places during February Foundation. He has been nationand all year long. These sites cel- ally recognized through numerebrate the struggle for freedom ous awards and citations for outand triumph over adversity that standing public service and leadwe all share as citizens of the ership in conservation, historic
preservation, and youth proUnited States.
grams, and has been awarded five
honorary doctoral degrees. He
Mr. Stanton Bio
has a B.S. from Huston-Tillotson
Robert Stanton currently serves University. Stanton is currently a
as an expert member on the visiting university lecturer and
Advisory Council on Historic private consultant in national park
Preservation. He was unanimous- administration, natural and cully confirmed by the U.S. Senate tural resource management, and
as the 15th director of the diversity in employment and public programs.

Black
History Facts
Continued from page 3

Population Growth: The
black population of the
United States in 1870
was 4.8 million; in 2007,
the number of black residents of the United
States, including those of
more than one race, was
40.7 million.
Oscar Winner: In 1940,
Hattie McDaniel was the
first African-American
performer to win an
Academy Award-the film
industry's highest honorfor her portrayal of a
loyal slave governess in
Gone With the Wind.
Into Space: In 1992, Dr.
Mae Jemison became the
first African American
woman to go into space
aboard the space shuttle
Endeavor. During her
eight-day mission, she
worked with U.S. and
Japanese researchers, and
was a co-investigator on
a bone cell experiment.
White House: In 2009,
Barack Obama became
the
first
AfricanAmerican president in
U.S. history. He occupied
the White House for two
consecutive terms, serving from 2009 to 2017.
www.history.com
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Love is Not Abuse

Why Black Women Struggle More With Domestic Violence
By FEMINISTA JONES

Domestic and intimate partner violence
(DV/IPV) is a "family
secret" in our Black communities. While I'm not
suggesting that all Black
people think and function
in similar enough ways
that we could all be labeled
simply as one "community," I do know we have pervasive problems that
require nuanced discourse
- especially in light of the
national
conversation
about domestic abuse that
has erupted over the last
week.
There have been
many conversations about
violence between partners,
and about the particular
vulnerability of Black
female victims. Much of
the discussion has centered
around the level of empathy and compassion shown
toward victims like Janay,
who choose to remain with
their abusers.
These events have forced
the country to face difficult
truths about how prevalent
domestic and intimate partner violence (DV/IPV) is
in America. According to
the National Coalition
Against
Domestic
Violence, an estimated 1.3
million American women
experience DV/IPV each
year. Women make up 85%
of the victims of DV/IPV.
Despite this, most cases are
never reported to the police
and most women are victimized by people they
know.

And for Black
women, it's an even bigger
problem: Black women are
almost three times as likely
to experience death as a
result of DV/IPV than
White women. And while
Black women only make
up 8% of the population,
22% of homicides that
result from DV/IPV happen to Black Women and
29% of all victimized
women, making it one of
the leading causes of death
for Black women ages 15
to 35. Statistically, we
experience sexual assault
and DV/IPV at disproportionate rates and have the
highest rates of intra-racial
violence against us than
any other group. We are
also less likely to report or
seek help when we are victimized.
The reasons Black
women suffer disproportionately from abuse are
complex. Racism and sexism are two of the biggest
obstacles that Black
women in America face.
But because many Black
women and men believe
racism is a bigger issue
than sexism, Black women
tend to feel obligated to put
racial issues ahead of sexbased issues. For Black
women, a strong sense of
cultural affinity and loyalty
to community and race
renders many of us silent,
so our stories often go
untold. One of the biggest
related impediments is our
hesitation in trusting the
police or the justice sys-

tem. As Black people, we
don't always feel comfortable surrendering "our
own" to the treatment of a
racially biased police state
and as women, we don't
always feel safe calling
police officers who may
harm us instead of helping
us. And when we do speak
out or seek help, we too
often experience backlash
from members of our communities who believe we
are airing out dirty laundry

to seek power through
dominating women. For
some men, the venting of
anger turns violent and
their partners suffer the
greatest blows. Black
women also face employment disparities, earning
less than Black men and
White men and women.
This wage disparity limits
available options and
leaves many women, particularly mothers, feeling
trapped in bad relation-

and making ourselves look
bad in front of White people.
Access to employment and economic selfsufficiency are also important. Racism has a disparate impact on Black
people, men especially,
who have, for the past six
decades, consistently been
held to an unemployment
rate almost double that of
white men. In a society that
measures "manhood" primarily by one's ability to
provide, being denied
access to the means to provide can cause some men

ships where financial
needs trump all.
Spiritual beliefs
and negative views about
mental health services also
factor into why many
Black women remain with
abusive partners. One in
three Black Americans
who need mental health
treatment actually receive
it, and we are more likely
to rely on religious guidance and faith-based practices
when
working
through
relationship
issues. Religious beliefs
often discourage divorce,
encourage forgiveness and

February Is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month
February is a time best
known for Valentine's Day and
romance. In 2010, the month of
February was also officially
designated by Congress as
Teen
Dating
Violence
Awareness Month. As a result,
discussions about the rising
epidemic of teen dating violence are not only encouraged,
but embraced. These discussions focus on the physical,
sexual, and psychological
abuses that are present in relationships between teenagers
across the country. If you are
the parent of a teenager, take
the initiative this February to
speak with your teen about teen
dating violence. If you suspect
that your teen is committing
teen dating violence, make sure
you discuss the criminal consequences of such actions with
them.
Teen Dating Violence
Teen dating violence is defined
to include physical abuse, sexual abuse, and emotional/psychological abuse between
teenage dating partners.
Physical Violence in Teen
Dating Relationships
Violence and physical abuse in
romantic teenage relationships
is a rising problem in America.
Each year, approximately one
out of every 10 high school stu-

dents, or 1.5 million teenagers,
is physically abused by a
boyfriend or girlfriend.
Physical abuse can include hitting, smacking, striking, kicking, hair pulling, and strangling.
It is important to talk
to teenagers about teen dating
violence and physical abuse.
Physical abuse at a young age
is often a precursor for intimate
violence between adult partners. Teens who abuse their
dating partners are more likely
to grow up and evolve into
adult domestic abusers. This
can put families and children at
increased risk of harm and land
abusers in serious legal trouble.
Domestic violence is taken
very seriously and can result in
criminal consequences, loss of
custody, and serious civil damages.
Sexual Abuse in Teen Dating
Relationships
Teens on the cusp of their sexual awakening are more likely
to experiment sexually and
engage in sexual conduct. This
can be fine when both teenage
partners are willing and consenting participants. When
teens are in a romantic relationship, which tend to be shortlived and fraught with complex
emotions, there may be pressures to engage in sexual activ-

ity. These pressures
may come from the
dating partner or even
expectations
from
peers. One in ten
teenagers involved in a
romantic relationship
report being "kissed,
touched, or physically
forced" to have sex
against their will by a boyfriend
or girlfriend.
Emotional Abuse in Teen
Dating Relationship
Not all forms of abuse are
physical. Emotional and psychological abuse are common
and can cause victims to suffer
irreparable harms. Examples of
behaviors that may be considered emotionally abusive
include:
• Name calling • Belittling,
• Stalking • Preventing a dating
partner from having contact
with others • Body shaming,
and • Controlling social media
and communication.
Teen Dating Violence
Awareness Month
Victims of teenage dating violence are more likely to engage
in self-destructive behaviors in
an effort to cope with the abuse.
Victims of teen dating violence
are more likely to:
• Do poorly in school,
• Engage in sexually promiscu-

occasionally condemns
those who seek psychiatric
services instead of relying
on faith. Black women's
perceptions of what constitutes abuse have been
influenced by their negotiation of spiritual and mental health beliefs and how
they have shaped our paradigms. Researchers have
also found that Black
women report feeling more
obligated to fight back than
to report abuse and that is
reflected in the disproportionate rates of DV/IPV
reported by Black men.
Our attempts to embody
the "strong Black woman"
stereotype have often done
more harm than good, to us
and those we love.
There is a lot we
don't fully understand
about the unique ways in
which Black women
endure DV/IPV because
the lack of empirical
research is indicative of
what may simply be lack
of empathy and concern
for what Black women
experience. I have been a
fierce advocate for Black
women and a mental health
social worker for more
than a decade and I have
learned that we cannot win
this fight if we don't
acknowledge any such
fight exists to begin with.
We need to continue
speaking out and social
media has become valuable in helping victims
share their stories and learn
about resources that can
help. We need to push for

stronger laws that punish
criminal abusers and we
need to advocate for more
treatment options for victims and abusers who seek
help. We need to fund
advocacy programs and
supportive services for victims of DV/IPV and work
on reducing the stigma
attached to seeking help
when one is in trouble.
Most of all, we need to
believe that Black girls and
women are valuable,
important and worth putting ourselves and our personal safety first, and in
our society that might be
the hardest thing of all.
For too long, the
experiences of Black
women have been ignored,
particularly when it comes
to those that affect our
overall health and wellbeing. For centuries, our
bodies and labor have been
exploited to serve the
needs of everyone but ourselves, and the physical
and psychological toll can
no longer be swept under
the rug. Black women matter and the longer we
remain invisible and have
our dignity stripped and
our humanity disregarded,
the closer we get to the
destruction of our families
and communities. We must
all work to end the marginalization of Black women
and focus our energies on
amplifying our voices and
sharing what we go
through at home, at work
and in our communities.

TO P TEEN DATING ABUSE LOVE IS NOT ABUSE
KNOW THE 8 BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE:
1-Intensity • 2-Jealousy • 3-Control • 4-Isolation
• 5-Criticism
6-Sabotage • 7-Blame • 8-Anger

ous behavior, • Begin smoking,
• Turn to illicit drugs to escape
reality, • Drink heavily, • Get
into physical fights, and •
Attempt suicide.
In order to combat teen dating
violence and reduce the prevalence of these self-destructive
behaviors, Congress declared
the month of February as Teen
Dating Violence Awareness
Month. Why February? The
decision came on the heels of
the reauthorization of the
Violence Against Women Act
in 2005. Both houses of
Congress supported the measure and, in an effort to extend
the conversation and protection
to teens, declared the first week
of February to be Teen Dating
Violence Awareness Week. By
2010, the epidemic of dating
violence amongst teens had not
subsided, so Congress decided
to commit the entire month of
February to the cause.

Common Warning Signs: Being able to tell the difference
between healthy, unhealthy and abusive relationships can be
more difficult than you would think. No two relationships
are the same, so what's unhealthy in one relationship may be
abusive in another: Although there are many signs to pay
attention to in a relationship, look for these common warning
signs of dating abuse.

LOVE DOESN’T

HURT YOU.
A PERSON THAT
DOESN’T KNOW
HOW TO LOVE
HURTS YOU. DON’T
GET IT TWISTED.
(Tony Gaskins)
www.LIVELIFEHAPPY.com
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Mississippi should not Reauthorize administrative forfeiture
The Mississippi Link Newswire

If you asked most
Mississippians whether
the state should be able to
confiscate cash and property from a person who
was never charged with,
much less convicted of a
crime, the answer would
be a resounding "no."
Yet this is exactly
what occurs every day
under a practice known as
civil forfeiture. Right now,
if Mississippians are
accused of a crime, they
are tried in a criminal proceeding. But if their property is seized by law
enforcement, it instead
goes into a civil proceeding, which lacks many
meaningful safeguards.
The forfeited property does not even have to
belong to the person suspected of criminal activity.
Innocent property owners
can
easily
become
ensnared in this system. A
parent who lets their
teenager drive the family
car may be surprised to
learn they may never get
the car back if the teenager is pulled over with
drugs in the car, if the parent cannot prove they had
no idea about the drugs.
Proponents of civil
forfeiture argue that it is
an important tool in combating drug trafficking
throughout our state. This

is a worthy goal, and
should be pursued. But it
should be pursued in a
way that is consistent with
basic American principles
of fairness and justice.
Those include the presumption of innocence
and the protection from
punishment for those not
convicted of a crime under
a fair and impartial
process.
Returning to these
principles would not
require police to change
any of their current practices. Police officers
would still be able to take
property they believed to
be connected to crime.
The only difference would
be that prosecutors would
actually need to charge
and convict the property
owner before the state
could keep the property. If
anything, requiring criminal convictions for forfei-

ture cases would likely
increase the number of
criminals who were
charged, convicted, and
taken off the streets.
Even if our elected
officials are not willing to
require a conviction
before property is forfeited, they should at least
ensure that the current
civil forfeiture process has
as many safeguards as
possible. But this is anything but the case.
By far, the most
problematic aspect of civil
forfeiture is the seizure of
low
value
property,
because it usually does not
make economic sense for
the property owner to contest. If the state took a
$4,000 car from you, and
it would cost you $10,000
to hire an attorney to fight
to get your car back,
would you pursue it? If
you won, you'd lose.

Yet rather than
offering additional protections for innocent owners
who have low value property seized, until recently
state law created even
more risk for low value
property to be unfairly
confiscated. Under a practice known as "administrative forfeiture," the government was allowed to
take and keep property
valued at under $20,000
without even having the
forfeiture approved by a
civil court. The burden
was on the owner to sue if
he or she wanted to contest the forfeiture.
Fortunately, last
year, the legislature
allowed the law that
authorized administrative
forfeitures to expire.
However, lawmakers are
already promising to bring
the law back this year. The
data shows that they

shouldn't.
The
legislature
recently required a publicly accessible database
to be created, providing
some basic information
about every seizure that
occurs. This law has now
been in effect for 18
months, and the initial
data confirms that administrative forfeiture is a bad
idea.
According to an
analysis
by
the
Mississippi Center for
Public Policy, the database
includes
forty-seven
seizures in which the state
pursued administrative
forfeiture. The average
value of this seized property was only $2,988.
Forty-seven percent of the
seizures were valued at
less than $1,000. Eight
seizures involved property
worth $250 or less.
Moreover, the data
indicates that, far from
being used exclusively to

take large quantities of
drugs and cash from drug
mules and cartel affiliates,
trivial personal valuables
are often taken under
administrative forfeiture.
The database includes
items like an Apple Watch,
multiple seizures of individual iPhones and a
Makita power drill. In two
instances, agencies seized
as little as $50 in cash. All
of this gives the appearance that administrative
forfeiture is sometimes
used for roadside wallet
and pocket emptying.
Whether guilty or
innocent, it makes no
sense for anyone to pursue
legal action over these
types of seizures, especially if the potential of criminal charges is hanging
over their head. The result
is a system in which the
government can confiscate personal property
with virtually no expectation of having to justify its
actions.
Mississippians
want to combat drug trafficking. But we also
respect the property rights
of innocent owners, and
we expect our government
to as well. The two are not
mutually exclusive. Our
lawmakers should look for
ways to separate criminals
from their ill-gotten gains,
while ensuring adequate
protections for the law
abiding public.

This column appeared in the Clarion
Ledger on January 24, 2019.

Sentence for Chicago cop in shooting death of Laquan McDonald considered too short
By Frederick H. Lowe TriceEdneyWire.com

Former Chicago cop
Jason Van Dyke's AfricanAmerican brother-in-law said
Van Dyke wasn't a racist
although he shot to death
Laquan McDonald, a 17year-old black teenager holding a pen knife in a nonthreatening way, brutalized other
black men he stopped or
arrested and had 22 excessive
force complaints lodged
against him during his years
on the job, most brought by
black men.
"He's my brother,"
Keith Thompson testified at
Van Dyke's sentencing hearing Friday.
Thompson, who is
married to Van Dyke's wife's
sister, hoped Cook County
Judge Vincent Gaughan
would sentence Van Dyke to
probation and send him back
to his wife and two daughters
who need him because their
lives are falling apart.
Van Dyke wasn't sentenced to probation but he
received a much lighter sentence than the 18 years special
prosecutors had sought.
However, it was more than
the probation defense attorneys wanted for Van Dyke.
Judge Gaughan sentenced Van Dyke, 40, to 81
months or 6 years and 9
months in prison for the 2014
murder of McDonald. The
former police officer had been
convicted of second degree
murder and 16 counts of
aggravated battery with a
firearm on October 5, 2018 in
the shooting death of
McDonald.
The unshaven Van

Dyke, dressed in an yellow
DOC jumpsuit, was sentenced only on the seconddegree murder charge.
Van Dyke was the
first on duty police officer in
40 years charged with murder
to be convicted.
His
arrest occurred after Cook
County Judge Franklin
Valderrama ordered the
release of a police-dash cam
video showing Van Dyke
repeatedly
shooting
McDonald who was lying on
the ground, posing a threat to
no one. The other cops at the
scene did not pull their guns.
After Judge Gaughan
issued his ruling, Pastor
Marvin Hunter, McDonald's
great uncle, said it was both a
sad day and a happy day. "It
was a victory because we got
our day in court," Hunter said.
"It's sad because we expected
Van Dyke to be sentenced to
more time in prison."
Hunter said the
prison sentence reduced
McDonald to "a second-class
citizen which no white man is
bound to respect." U.S.
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Roger Taney made that same
comment in deciding the
Dred Scott Decision in 1857.
Van Dyke has been
housed in the Rock Island
County Jail in Rock Island,
Illinois, a three hour drive
from Chicago, because law
enforcement officials feared
he would be beaten or killed if
he were incarcerated in
Chicago's Cook County Jail.
The ruling means
Van Dyke will only have to
serve 3-½ years in prison
before he could be released

Van Dyke

for good behavior. He also
can appeal his conviction and
his sentence, Judge Gaughan
told a packed courtroom in the
George Lehman Center, the
Cook County Criminal
Courts Building in Chicago.
Blacks seated in the
courtroom seemed stunned by
the sentence. Whites in the
audience stared off into space.
Security was tight. The judge
had ordered security guards
posted facing those seated in
the courtroom.
The
sentencing hearing took a
page out of the "Strange Case
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde."
Three black men who were
arrested or taken into custody
by Van Dyke described him
as a brutal racist who African
Americans employed by the
Civilian Office of Police
Accountability, which investigates citizen complaints of
police misconduct, did nothing to stop.
Edward Nance, one
of the prosecution's witnesses,
wept throughout his testimony and initially was afraid to
look at Van Dyke who sat a
few feet away at a library table

McDonald

with his lawyers. Nance testified that Van Dyke and his
unnamed partner stopped the
car Nance was driving with a
cousin as a passenger in 2007.
Van Dyke demanded
that Nance 'open the goddamn
door!' Once the door was
opened, Van Dyke yanked
Nance by his left arm before
handcuffing him behind the
back. Van Dyke then pushed
Nance face down on the floor
in the back of squad car, not
the backseat.
"I was in severe
pain," Nance cried, as he
wiped away tears that ran
down his face. Van Dyke
pulled Nance from the backseat floor, removed the handcuffs and said he could go.
Nance asked for his driver's
license, which made Van
Dyke even more angry.
Instead, he ticketed Nance
because his car did not have a
front license plate. Nance
walked home because his car,
an Oldsmobile, was nowhere
to be found and has not been
recovered to-date.
Nance testified he
has undergone four surgeries

on his left and right shoulders,
neck and both rotator cuffs. "I
can't sleep at night. I only
sleep for an hour and a half.
I'm in constant pain. I take a
number of medications for the
pain and I have seen two psychiatrists and psychologists."
In 2008, he filed a
civil rights suit against Van
Dyke and the Chicago Police
Department. The government
awarded him $350,000 in
damages.
A year after the
award, IPRA wrote Nance a
letter telling him they weren't
going to investigate his complaint against Van Dyke. "He
was back on the street the next
day," Nance said.
He added that if that
if IPRAhad acted on his complaint, McDonald would be
alive today.
Jeremy
Mayers,
another prosecution witness,
testified he was very nervous.
He stopped several times to
drink water from a paper cup
and wipe perspiration from
his face.
He testified that Van
Dyke and another officer
pulled his car over March 19,
2011, citing him for not using
his left turn signal and not
having a light over his rear
license plate.
The cops smelled
liquor on his breath and found
marijuana in his car. Van
Dyke handcuffed him and
pushed him into the patrol car.
Somehow, Mayers managed
to put a cough drop in his
mouth. Van Dyke demanded
he spit is out. Mayers refused,
so Van Dyke choked him with
one hand.

Mayers also filed a
complaint with IPRA, but
said, "I could tell they weren't
interested."
Another prosecution
witness, Vidale Joy, an author
and a poet, testified that Van
Dyke put a gun to his temple
during a traffic stop in 2005
after calling him a black ass
nigger." Joy said he remained
calm.
Former police officers and Van Dyke's wife, sister and brother in-law painted
a much different picture of
him, reciting his good qualities and saying he was a good
husband and father, working
hard to provide for his family,
faithfully attentive to them.
Many of the defense witnesses were cops or former cops
who knew little about him or
only recently had contact with
him.
Tiffany Van Dyke,
Jason's wife of 17 years, wanted her husband sentenced to
probation because she fears
what may happen to him in
prison.
"My children (the
couple has two daughters)
have paid the price of not having a father. They don't eat.
They don't sleep. I'm afraid
they may kill him in prison,"
she said. "He has no malice,
no hatred and no racism."
Thompson called
Van Dyke a gentle giant. "I
don't think he's a racist. I have
known him for 13 years."
After Thompson finished testifying, Dan Herbert,
Van Dyke's attorney, whispered in his client's ear, smiled
and patted him on the shoulder.
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Why this year’s Black History Month is pivotal
Continued from page 4

While the history of
black people descended
from the African diaspora is
global and spans millennia,
2019 is significant because
the past 400 years represent
a crucial, though long misunderstood and misrepresented history. The black
presence in then British
North America proved to be
the single most important
ingredient to the creation of
what would become the
United States of America
and the modernization of
global capitalism. Racial
slavery and the degradation
of black lives proved to be
the elixir that fostered
dreams of freedom, democracy, wealth creation and the
pursuit of happiness for
white men.
A majority of
Americans still resist this
history, despite the heroic
efforts of pioneering black
scholars and activists, most
notably Carter G. Woodson,
the Harvard-trained historian who founded the
Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History in
1915 and Negro History
Week, 11 years later.
Expanded to Black History
Month in the wake of the
Black Power Movement, its
significance has grown,
thanks to the explosion of
black studies programs and
departments at major col-

An engraving shows the arrival of a Dutch slave ship with a group
of African slaves for sale in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619.

leges and universities, the
growth of Kwanzaa celebrations by millions of AfricanAmericans and the increased
interest in black popular culture prompted by racial
progress -- and the obsessions spawned by persistent
anti-black racism.
Politics and pedagogy inspired the movement to study black history.
Narratives of American history after the Civil War used
racist history as a weapon.
Before the invention of
"fake news," stalwarts of the
defeated Confederate States
of America innovated what
might be called "fake history."
These histories spun
Reconstruction as an unfair
assault on white supremacy,
an attack on white womanhood, and a betrayal of democratic values that elevated
unqualified blacks to elective office only to be driven
out by the heroic actions of
Klansmen and white
supremacists. The same
year Woodson founded the
most venerable historical
association for the study of

black life in American history, D.W. Griffith released
the film "The Birth of a
Nation," a nakedly racist and
technologically ambitious
retelling of Reconstruction
that cast white actors in
blackface seeking to rape
and assault virtuous white
women only to be quelled
by racial terrorists reimagined as patriots. The film
dazzled many, including
President Woodrow Wilson,
who screened the silent era's
first cinematic blockbuster
at the White House.
While American
presidents no longer screen
such racist films in the
White House, our present
leader is content to traffic in
contemporary racial anxieties that echo those depicted in "The Birth of a
Nation" over a century ago.
Blackface and cultural nostalgia and admiration for Confederate flags,
the Ku Klux Klan and other
symbols of white supremacy continue to capture the
American
imagination,
most often to the great detriment of the pursuit of racial

To fully appreciate black history, the US must
let go of lingering Confederate nostalgia
torical narrative. The doctrine have become divisive and
of American exceptionalism deserve to be set aside. People
that Paine helped to create - often attempt to resolve conthe belief that the U.S. is not flicts rooted in history by
only different, but exceptional adopting an attitude of forgetAs a nation, the U.S.
- depends upon an ideal of ting. For example, Athenians
is debating the meaning of
renewal. It suggests that in the fourth century B.C.
restored democracy after a
Confederate symbolism and
Americans are joined togethcivil war with an act of politihistory.
er in the constant creation of a cal forgiveness. Warring parThat debate is closely
tied to how the U.S. commemorates, or fails to commemorate, the full spectrum
of African-American history.
In my research I
explore why people choose to
remember some parts of the
past and not others. I have
also studied how communities choose to forget portions Covered statue of Stonewall Jackson in Charlottesville, Virginia. REUTERS/Justin Ide
of the past in order to over- new history and a new polities brokered peace by swearcome longstanding conflicts. tics.
ing "not to recall wrong."
Based on this work, I would
Paine's
rhetoric More recently, former Soviet
argue that nostalgic versions argues that forgetting old cusstates have removed monuof Confederate history inhibit toms and conflicts does not
ments of communist leaders
our ability to memorialize necessarily mean destroying since the fall of the Soviet
African-American historical the past. In fact, the verb "for- Union.
experiences and achieve- get" descends from an Old
Asking Confederate
ments as centerpieces of U.S. Germanic construction that advocates to forget in the
history.
suggests losing one's hold on name of a greater good does
Forgetting and forging
something. Basic English def- not mean asking them to erase
ahead
initions of the term - "to treat the past. It means inviting
A commitment to starting with inattention or disregard" them to the work of truth and
over and creating a new future or "disregard intentionally" - reconciliation, and foregoing
is a deep-seated part of the describe a voluntary decision the Lost Cause - a historical
U.S. experience. Thomas to no longer grasp something, mythology that insists the
Paine published "Common not destroy it.
Confederate cause was noble
Sense" in January 1776, as
People today don't and heroic. Confederate
American colonists debated literally remember the Civil memorials symbolize a form
whether to declare independ- War. Neither can they literally of white supremacy that
ence from Great Britain. He forget it. The terms "remem- sought to violently erase the
proclaimed that a "new era of ber" and "forget" are heritage of kidnapped and
politics" and "a new method metaphorical descriptions of enslaved Africans and their
of thinking" had begun.
different attitudes toward his- descendants. They honor
"Common Sense" tory.
efforts to destroy the history
urged colonists to forget
As I've shown in my of millions, while celebrating
monarchical history and cul- research, sometimes commu- a wildly distorted version of
ture so that they could nities decide that previously the Confederate past.
embrace a radically new his- beloved narratives of the past
Continued on page 14

By Bradford Vivian
Professor of Communication Arts and
Sciences and Director of the Center for
Democratic Deliberation, Pennsylvania
State University

equality and the protection
of black lives. Calls for
Virginia
Gov.
Ralph
Northam to resign in the
wake of allegations that he
dressed in blackface are
rooted in a larger reality that
the nation stubbornly refuses to confront.
Too many white
Americans remain in the
thrall of white supremacy
and anti-black racism that is
the direct byproduct of
racial slavery and a still

remains more relevant now
than ever, precisely because
of its insistence on presenting an unvarnished look at
American history. Yet many
people seem to have either
missed or purposefully
ignored this important message. The good, bad and
ugly parts of this history
cohere in the astounding
juxtapositions of racial
progress alongside racist
tragedies. That history, at its
best, is less invested in the
single heroic achievements

Google Celebrates First
Day Of Black History
Month With Sojourner
Truth Doodle
"Here's to Sojourner
Truth, who devoted her
life to the cause of speaking truth to power."
Continued from page 4

By Alanna Vagianos

Wise added that she hopes
that through the Doodle people will remember and honor
Truth's important legacy.
"Without her work and the
awareness Sojourner spread,
the US would not be what it
currently is today!" Wise
said.

HULTON ARCHIVE VIA GETTY
IMAGESPortrait of American abolitionist and feminist Sojourner Truth
(1797-1883), a former slave who advocated emancipation, c. 1880.

American historian and educator Carter Godwin Woodson (1875-1950) is
pictured in this image from the 1910s.

potent caste system that
marks black bodies -- by
virtue of their skin color -as objects of systemic
exploitation, ritualized violence and cultural derision.
The politics of racial disfranchisement that began
during slavery continues
into 2019 with the practice
of voter suppression; it is a
reflection of a society that
still has yet to come to terms
with its history.
Black History Month

of "Great Black Women and
Men" and more concerned
with the lived reality of
black everyday lives, the
ordinary black folk whose
courage, resilience and
intelligence guided the
transformation from slavery
to freedom and in the
process helped to reimagine
American democracy.
https://www.cnn.com/2019/02/09/opinions/black-history-month-jamestown400th-anniversary-joseph/index.html

Former U.S. Treasury
Secretary
Jack
Lew
announced in 2016 that the
new $10 bill will feature
Truth alongside other historic women's suffrage leaders, such as Susan B.
Anthony, Lucretia Mott,
Alice Paul and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton. The new bill
is set to go into circulation in
2020, as will the new $20 bill
featuring abolitionist Harriet
Tubman.

America Is Losing the Real Meaning of
Black History Month
Continued from page 4

If we look at the
challenges facing black
Americans, the answer to
that question is unsatisfactory. And deep down, the
nation knows it. Though
nearly three in four
Americans agree that race
relations are bad, we see
the issue quite differently.
Nearly five times as many
white Americans as black
ones say the U.S. has
already made the changes
necessary to give black
people equal rights - while
four times as many black
Americans as white ones
believe we will never
make those fixes. And yet,
six in ten Americans say
that racism against black
people is widespread.
It is much more
comforting to believe that
resolving the race issue is
a simple matter of black
people assuming more
personal responsibility,
combined with better policy. But good behavior has
never released a people
from oppression, not even
the Founding Fathers.
And without a change in
how the nation views its
black citizens, even good
policy will be used as a
cudgel. A magic pill to
reduce health disparities
would be rationed; a work
program
to
reduce
employment disparities
would become a cash cow
for those in power; and
reparations would incite

the
most
creative,
exploitive financial vehicles the country has ever
seen.
How do we know?
Because we've seen the
movie before. Housing
bubbles and payday
lenders come for black
wealth first. Affirmative
action has helped more
white workers and students than black ones.
White flight from schools
and neighborhoods rose
once federal desegregation statues were passed.
And changes to state voting laws accelerated once
a black President took
office. Programs to help
those who are not valued
provide little value to
those who need the programs most.
It's not that policy
doesn't matter. As Martin
Luther King, Jr., said, "It
may be true that law cannot change the heart, but it
can restrain the heartless.
It may be true that the law
cannot make a man love
me, but it can keep him
from lynching me…" This
is true, and yet Trayvon
Martin is not here. James
Byrd is not here. Eric
Garner and Latasha
Harlins are not here.
Policy is needed, but the
politics of black history
tell us that policy ain't
enough. Only recognizing
and respecting the dignity
and equality of black
Americans can deliver the

nation we all want, and
Black History Month is a
means to this end.
Don't get me
wrong: The accomplishments of black people in
the United States merit
special attention, particularly given slavery's inhumanity and its vestiges
that still shape the nation.
And the sustained popularity of the National
Museum of African
American History and
Culture is a testament to
the interest and curiosity
about black culture that
grips much of the nation.
But these things exist so
Americans will see the
humanity in black people,
not just so they can walk
away with an interesting
fact about the first black
Senator or an entrepreneur
who built a hair-care business empire.
Woodson believed
that celebrating black history was a political act to
"destroy the dividing prejudices of nationality and
teach universal love without distinction of race,
merit or rank." Not
because learning about,
say, a black inventor
would inspire white magnanimity, but because failure to accept black people
as fellow architects of the
United States is an existential threat to the nation
we call home.
http://time.com/5162808/blackhistory-month-purpose/
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Hidden figures: How black women preachers
spoke truth to power
Kenyatta R. Gilbert
Associate Professor of Homiletics, Howard
University

Each semester I greet the students who file into my
preaching class at Howard
University with a standard
talk. The talk is not an
overview of the basics - techniques of sermon preparation
or sermon delivery, as one
might expect. Outlining the
basics is not particularly difficult.
The greatest challenge, in fact, is helping learners to stretch their theology:
namely, how they perceive
who God is and convey what
God is like in their sermons.
This becomes particularly
important for AfricanAmerican preachers, especially
African-American
women preachers, because
most come from church contexts that overuse exclusively
masculine language for God
and humanity.
African-American
women comprise more than
70 percent of the active membership of generally any
African-American congregation one might attend today.
According to one Pew study,
African-American women
are among the most religiously committed of the Protestant
demographic - eight in 10 say
that religion is important to
them.
Yet,
America's
Christian pulpits, especially

African-American pulpits,
remain
male-dominated
spaces. Still today, eyebrows
raise, churches split, pews
empty and recommendation
letters get lost at a woman's
mention that God has called
her to preach.
The deciding factor
for women desiring to pastor
and be accorded respect equal
to their male counterparts
generally whittles down to
one question: Can she
preach?
The fact is that AfricanAmerican women have
preached, formed congregations and confronted many
racial injustices since the slavery era.
Here's the history
The earliest black female
preacher was a Methodist
woman simply known as
Elizabeth. She held her first
prayer meeting in Baltimore
in 1808 and preached for
about 50 years before retiring
to Philadelphia to live among
the Quakers.
An unbroken legacy
of African-American women
preachers persisted even long
after Elizabeth. Reverend
Jarena Lee became the first
African-American woman to
preach at the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME)
Church. She had started even
before the church was officially formed in the city of

How Howard Thurman met Gandhi
and brought nonviolence to the
civil rights movement

City, where she became an
itinerant preacher active in the
abolition and woman's suffrage movements.

First African-American church, founded by
Rev. Richard Allen. D Smith, CC BY-NC

Philadelphia in 1816. But, she
faced considerable opposition.
AME
Bishop
Richard Allen, who founded
the AME Church, had initially refused Lee's request to
preach. It was only upon hearing her speak, presumably,
from the floor, during a worship service, that he permitted
her to give a sermon.
Lee reported that
Bishop Allen, "rose up in the
assembly, and related that
[she] had called upon him
eight years before, asking to
be permitted to preach, and
that he had put [her] off; but
that he now as much believed
that [she] was called to that
work, as any of the preachers
present.
Lee was much like
her Colonial-era contemporary, the famed women's
rights activist Sojourner
Truth. Truth had escaped John
Dumont's slave plantation in
1828 and landed in New York

Fighting the gender
narratives
For centuries now, the Holy
Bible has been used to suppress women's voices. These
early female black preachers
reinterpreted the Bible to liberate women.
Truth, for example, is
most remembered for her
captivating topical sermon
"Aren't I A Woman?," delivered at the Woman's Rights
National Convention on May
29, 1851 in Akron, Ohio.
In a skillful historical interpretation of the scriptures, in her convention
address, Truth used the Bible
to liberate and set the record
straight about women's rights.
She professed: "Then that little man in black there, he says
women can't have as much
rights as men, because Christ
wasn't a woman! Where did
your Christ come from? From
God and a woman! Man had
nothing to do with Him."
Like Truth, Jarena
Lee spoke truth to power and
paved the way for other midto late 19th-century black
female preachers to achieve
validation as pulpit leaders,
although neither she nor Truth
received official clerical
appointments.
Continued on page 14

by Walter E. Fluker
Professor of Ethical Leadership,
Boston University

Howard Thurman
played an important role
in the civil rights struggle as a key mentor to
many leaders of the
Howard Thurman's image on Howard
University chapel's stained glass window.
movement, including
Fourandsixty fredia Commons, CC BY-SA
Martin Luther King Jr.,
among others. Thurman's been sponsored by the
influence on King Jr. was Student Christian Movement
in India who wanted to
critical in shaping the civil
explore the political conrights struggle as a nonvio- nections between the
lent movement. Thurman oppression of blacks in the
was deeply influenced by United States and the freehow Gandhi used nonvio- dom struggles of the people
lence in India's struggle for of India.
The general secreindependence from British
tary of the Indian Student
rule.
Christian Movement, A.
Ralla Ram, had argued for
Visit to India
inviting a "Negro" delegaBorn in 1899, Howard tion. He said that "since
Christianity in India is the
Washington Thurman was
'oppressor's' religion, there
raised by his formerly
would be a unique value in
enslaved grandmother. He
having representatives of
grew up to be an ordained
another oppressed group
Baptist minister and a leadspeak on the validity and
ing religious figure of 20th- contribution of Christianity."
century America.
Between October
In 1936 Thurman
1935 to April 1936,
led a four-member delegaThurman gave at least 135
tion to India, Burma
lectures in over 50 cities, to
(Myanmar), and Ceylon
(Sri Lanka), known as the a variety of audiences and
"pilgrimage of friendship." important Indian leaders,
It was during this visit that including the Bengali poet
Nobel
laureate,
he would meet Mahatma and
Gandhi, who at the time Rabindranath Tagore, who
was leading a nonviolent also played a key role in
struggle of independence India's independence movement.
from British rule.
The delegation had
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Managing Heart Failure Is
Worth The Effort
A study by the American
Heart Association shows
people with HF report
spending more time on
managing their condition;
free app aims to make it
easier

How To Succeed At Surviving Heart
Failure
(NAPSI)-The latest statistics from the American
Heart Association (AHA),
one of the world's oldest
and largest voluntary
organizations dedicated to
fighting heart disease and
stroke, show that the
number of people living
with heart failure has now
topped more than 6 million-and that number is
expected to rise to more
than 8 million by 2030.
Much of that
increase can be attributed
to medical advances that
have improved survival
rates of heart attacks and
other conditions that can
lead to heart failure.
"The ability to
treat this condition,
restore health and quality
of life, extend life and,
most importantly, prevent
this condition is more
robust now than ever,"
said Clyde W. Yancy,
M.D., past president of
the AHA and chief of cardiology and Magerstadt professor
at
Northwestern
University, Feinberg School
of Medicine, Chicago.
"Prevention is a key consideration as one of every five
adults alive at age 40 will
develop heart failure during his or her lifetime."
Heart failure is a
condition in which the
heart is too weak to pump
blood
sufficiently
throughout the body.
Knowing the signs and
symptoms of heart failure
is critical-the earlier
someone seeks care for
heart failure, the better the
chances of living a longer,
more active life.
Symptoms
• Difficulty breathing

• Persistent coughing or
wheezing
• Fatigue
• Nausea
• Confusion
• Fainting or near-fainting
• Increased heart rate
• Swelling of the feet,
ankles and legs.
People experiencing more
than one of these should
talk with their doctor
about a heart evaluation.
There's usually no cure
for heart failure but it can
be managed.
Treatments
•
Lifestyle Changes:
Certain lifestyle changes
can help alleviate symptoms, slow disease progression and improve
everyday life. These
changes could include
quitting smoking, losing
or maintaining weight,
eating a heart-healthy
diet, being physically
active, managing stress
and getting adequate rest.
• Regular Monitoring: It's
very important for people
with heart failure to monitor their symptoms and
report any changes to
their health care team.
This may involve daily
weigh-ins to track water
retention, closely watching swelling, and monitoring changes in ability
to exercise.
•
Medications and
Devices: Heart failure
patients often need multiple medications. There
are devices that can control heart rhythm or measure circulation. It's important that patients and caregivers work with their
health care team to under-

stand the medications and
how they should be taken.
Understanding
the
devices is also important.
• Surgery: Surgery is
sometimes recommended
when a doctor can identify a correctable problem,
such as a congenital
defect, valve abnormality
or blocked coronary
artery. When heart failure
is advanced, the use of an
artificial pump to sustain
circulation or heart transplantation to replace the
failing heart can be done
today with much less risk
than ever before and
improved outcomes.
The most important thing, suggested Dr.
Yancy, is to work closely
with a heart failure team
and follow its advice.
"Research today is pointing to new directions to
restore the heart's function, capture early warning signs and create highly personalized treatment
plans," he said. "There is
no reason to ever again
accept 'failure' as a diagnosis. With the right team
in place exercising best
care options, nearly
everyone with this condition can now thrive."

(NAPSI)-The American
Heart Association, the
world's leading voluntary
health organization dedicated to building healthier
lives, free of cardiovascular diseases and stroke,
shared this month that
more heart failure patients
and their caregivers report
they are putting more
effort into managing this
complex condition. In
2015, just 55 percent of
survey respondents said
they were working harder
to manage HF. The latest
study shows a 14-point
increase, with 69 percent
now putting effort toward
the important daily task of
managing heart failure.
The AHA conducted its annual survey as
part of the Rise Above
Heart Failure initiative,
nationally supported by
Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Corporation, and found
that while those diagnosed
with heart failure and their
caregivers are spending
more time and energy
managing the disease,
they are benefiting. These
two groups showed an
increased understanding

Download the app at heart.org/HFPath.

of heart failure since the
survey was last conducted.
"It's important to
understand heart failure or
any condition you have
been diagnosed with,"
says John Osborne, M.D.,
cardiologist and American
Heart Association volunteer. "It allows you to ask
better questions of your
healthcare providers and
take an active role in your
health."
Through
Rise
Above Heart Failure, people living with heart failure can access free tools to
help make the daily task
of managing medications,
symptoms and doctor's
visits
simpler.
This
includes an app called HF
Path, designed to keep all
aspects of heart failure
management at a patient'sor caregiver's-fingertips.
Heart
failure,
which occurs when the
heart is not able to effi-

ciently
pump
blood
around the body, can
cause symptoms like
breathlessness, persistent
coughing, swelling and
fatigue. "It's important for
heart failure patients to
track their symptoms day
to day so they can alert
their healthcare provider
to any warning signs of
worsening HF and get
prompt treatment," said
Osborne. "World Heart
Day serves as a great
reminder to us all to make
a promise to better understand and advocate for our
own health."
"It's important for
heart failure patients to
track their symptoms day
to day so they can alert
their health care provider
to any warning signs of
worsening HF and get
prompt
treatment,"
advised cardiologist John
Osborne, M.D.
http://bit.ly/2xNfRtJ

Learn More
For facts about heart failure, and free tools to help
you prevent and better
manage the disease, visit
www.RiseAboveHF.org.
The American Heart
Association's Rise Above
Heart Failure initiative is
nationally supported by
Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Corporation. To learn
more about heart health or
to get involved, visit
www.heart.org.

Get Active

80% of Heart Disease and
Stroke can Be Prevented

Control
Cholesterol

Control Blood
Pressure

Eat Healthy

Lose Weight

Don’t Smoke

Reduce Blood
Sugar

Choose Whole Grains Over
Processed (Refined) Grains
and Sugars
Choose Healthy Fats
(Monounsaturated &
Polyunsaturated) Over
Unhealthy Fats (Saturated
& Trans)

Eat at Least 5 Servings of
Fruits and Vegetables a Day

Cigarette Smoke Claims 443,000 Lives in the U.S.
Every Year

30 Minutes of Moderate
Intensity Exercise a Day

More people these days are living with heart failure. The more you know, the better you can manage the condition.

Increases
Risk for
Heart Disease
and Stroke
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Risk for
Blood Clot
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Heart Health

Reduce Your Risk Of Stroke

AFib Awareness

Atrial Fibrillation (AFib) can happen to anyone
People diagnosed with AFib should speak with their doctors about the potential health complications.

(NAPSI)-An estimated
2.7
million
Americans are living with
a condition that can lead
to blood clots, stroke,
heart failure and other
heart-related complications. Fortunately, a leading health organization is
working to help these
individuals reduce their
risk of developing such
dangerous conditions.
Atrial fibrillation
(AFib) is defined as a
quivering or irregular
heartbeat. Often, strokes
that occur for no known
cause can be linked to
AFib, which a person may
not even be aware they
have.
The
American
Heart Association (AHA)the world's leading voluntary health organization
dedicated to being a
relentless force for a
world of longer, healthier

lives-wants all people living with AFib to understand how they can reduce
their risk of cardiac complications.
"AFib can have
symptoms such as an
irregular-feeling heartbeat, shortness of breath
and light-headedness or it
can have no symptoms at
all. Even if you are not
experiencing symptoms of
AFib, your stroke risk is
still increased five-fold,"
says Patrick Ellinor, M.D.,
Ph.D., cardiologist at
Massachusetts General
Hospital.
Health
care
providers score a patient's
risk of a stroke caused by
AFib by taking into
account such factors as
age, sex, and pre-existing
conditions
including
hypertension, diabetes,
vascular disease, and prior
stroke or ischemic attack.

"If you suspect
you have AFib, meet with
your doctor. AFib can be
managed, helping you
avoid stroke and live a
longer, healthier life,"
adds Ellinor.
The AHA offers a
free online community for
those diagnosed with
AFib,
My
Afib
Experience. The initiative
was made possible by an
educational grant from the
Bristol Myers Squibb and
Pfizer Alliance.
To learn more, visit
www.heart.org/afibawareness.
"The American Heart
Association wants all people living with AFib to
understand how they can
reduce their risk of cardiac
complications.
http://bit.ly/2INyDFk"

Many people who have greater risk for stroke?
AFib are not getting the When the heart is in
AFib, the blood can
treatment they need.
become static and can
A racing, pounding be left pooling inside
heartbeat that happens the heart. When blood
for no apparent reason pools, a clot can form.
should
not
be When a clot is pumped
i g n o r e d , e s p e c i a l l y out of the heart, it can
when other symptoms get lodged in the arterare also present, like ies which may cause a
shortness of breath with stroke. Blocked arteries
light physical activity or prevent the tissue on the
lightheadedness, dizzi- other side from getting
ness, or unusual fatigue. oxygen-rich blood, and
AFib is an irregular without oxygen the tisheartbeat or a condition sue dies.
in which the heart muscles fail to contract in a Any person who has
strong, rhythmic way. AFib needs to evaluate
When a heart is in AFib, stroke risks and deterit may not be pumping mine with a healthcare
enough
oxygen-rich provider what must be
blood out to the body. done to lower the risks.
View an animation of Studies show that many
people with AFib who
AFib.
need
risk-lowering
Why is AFib associated treatments are not getwith a five-times- ting them. Learn more

about stroke risks with
the CHA2DS2-VASc
tool.
I don't have these symptoms, should I be concerned? There are people who have atrial fibrillation that do not
experience any symptoms. These people may
be diagnosed at a regular check-up or their
AFib may be discovered when a healthcare
provider listens to their
heart for some other
reason.
However, people who
have AFib with no
symptoms still have a
five-times-greater risk
of stroke. Everyone
needs to receive regular
medical check-ups to
help keep risks low and
live a long and healthy
life.
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Sanderson Farms Cultivates Culture of
Community, Charity, and Chicken
CEO
and
President,
Joe
F.
Sanderson, Jr., has quietly
woven charity into the
corporate
culture
at
Sanderson Farms over the
years, and the donation
numbers speak for themselves. Sanderson Farms
has donated over $10.6
million to various charities since 2011. What
speaks even more to this
attitude of generosity are
the words of the company's employees, who often
describe Sanderson Farms
as a family that takes care
of the community.

company, and since 1999,
over $9.4 million has been
donated to local chapters
of the United Way.

"In a small community
like ours, these resources
really help to improve
quality of life," said
Angela Castellow, United
Way Director, Colquitt
County, Georgia. "Sanderson
Farms' contributions go
towards teaching children
how to swim, story time in
the park, and a mobile
library program. We still
provide for a lot of basic
needs, but these funds
give us the capacity for
Sanderson Farms' philan- educational outreach, as
thropic efforts range in well."
size and reach, but the
sentiment is the same: to When Mississippi's only
sporting
give back to the communi- professional
ties in which Sanderson event found itself without
Farms employees work a sponsor in 2013,
and live. From sponsoring Sanderson Farms stepped
small-town sports leagues, up to the plate for its home
to hosting the Sanderson state. All proceeds from
Farms
Championship the Sanderson Farms
PGA TOUR event, the Championship go to Blair
company demonstrates its E. Batson Children's
commitment to caring for Hospital and Mississippi
charities. To date, the
people.
event has raised over $5
At each Sanderson Farms million. Following the
tournament,
a
facility, an employee giv- 2018
ing program is in place record-breaking $1.375
benefiting the United Way. million was presented to
Each employee contribu- Friends of Children's
tion is matched by the Hospital. Sanderson Farms

The Company, and Its Employees, Work Together to Give Back

employees also choose to volunteer at the event each
year, serving in roles from
pro-am caddies to scoring.
"We know that the people
who are buying our chicken aren't doing it because
we sponsor a golf tournament, but we don't sponsor
a golf tournament so that
people will buy our chicken," said Joe F. Sanderson, Jr.,
CEO and Chairman of the
Board of Sanderson Farms.
We do it for the 175,000
children who are treated at
Children's of Mississippi
each year. In addition to

the tournament's charitable aspects, the event provides an economic impact
of over $26 million to the
state of Mississippi."
In times of great need,
Sanderson Farms is quick
to provide monetary aid,
as well as product donations. After the recent hurricanes affecting North
Carolina and Georgia, the
company made a $1 million donation to the
American Red Cross.
Over 1.77 million pounds
of donated chicken products have been distributed

to people in areas of natu- people in their darkest
ral disaster since 1999.
hours."
"The generosity of partners such as Sanderson
Farms makes it possible
for the Red Cross to
respond at a moment's
notice with volunteers,
equipment, and supplies,"
said Gail McGovern, president and CEO of the
American Red Cross. "We
are profoundly grateful for
Sanderson Farms' remarkable support to deliver
shelter, food, and hope for

Sanderson Farms seeks to
make a difference in the 17
communities across 5 states
in which it operates. The
company's leadership recognizes that the best way to
give back is to take care of
the people who have helped
Sanderson Farms to become
the company it is today. For
Sanderson Farms, and its
employees, gratitude and
generosity go hand-inhand.

RELEASE: Mississippi Receives an "F" for Failing to Pass Legislation
that Protects Mississippians from Gun Violence
Giffords Law Center's
Annual
Gun
Law
Scorecard grades and
ranks all 50 states on their
gun laws; 22 states receive
an F.

laws. To raise its grade
and save lives, Mississippi
should pass universal
background checks, prevent domestic violence
offenders from accessing

lence, and make their
states safer by following a
simple blueprint: pass gun
violence prevention laws.
Every year, our scorecard
is a reminder to states that

vention laws, passing
extreme risk protection
order laws, and banning
military style-weapons are
all policies that can
reverse the growing gun
death rate.
Of the 10 states with the
lowest gun death rates,
seven have some of the
strongest gun laws in the
country, receiving a B+ or
better on this year's Gun
Law Scorecard. All seven
states have passed privatesale background checks
on some or all gun sales.
• Hawaii (A-)
• Massachusetts (A-)
• New York (A-)
• Rhode Island (B+)
• Connecticut (A-)
• New Jersey (A)
• California (A)

Washington DC - 2018
was the year state legislatures took seriously the
threat of gun violence and
passed 67 new laws in 26
states. In the latest edition
of the Annual Gun Law
Scorecard, Giffords Law
Center to Prevent Gun
Violence graded and
ranked each state on the
strength of its gun laws,
showing that states with
stronger gun laws have
lower gun death rates and
save more lives.
Mississippi did not pass
any new gun safety laws
in 2018. The state has one
of the highest gun death
rates in the nation and correspondingly weak gun

firearms, and repeal its progress is possible, but
dangerous permitless carry also a reminder of the
law.
work we have left to
accomplish. The Gun Law
"America's devastating Scorecard should be both
gun violence epidemic is a resource and roadmap
growing and impacting for
elected
leaders,
every part of our country activists, and concerned
because too many law- citizens to take action."
makers would rather wish
it away than acknowledge In 2017, 109 people died
their role in advancing each day from gun viosolutions to make our lence resulting in almost
communities safer," said 40,000 total gun deaths.
Robyn Thomas, executive This represents the third
director of Giffords Law straight year of rising gun
Center to Prevent Gun deaths. The Annual Gun
Violence. "This public Law Scorecard highlights
safety threat needs to be the opportunity states
addressed with facts, evi- have to reverse these numdence, and action. We've bers. Strengthening backproven that lawmakers ground checks, implecan save lives, reduce vio- menting child access pre-

Of the 10 states with the
highest gun death rates, all
received F grades on this
year's Scorecard. Despite
powerful data demonstrating
the
correlation
between gun law strength
and gun death rates, several states have ignored public cries for action and
done little or nothing to
strengthen their gun laws
in recent years.
• Alaska (F)
• Alabama (F)
• Montana (F)
• Louisiana (F)
• Mississippi (F)
• Missouri (F)
• Arkansas (F)
• Wyoming (F)

• West Virginia (F)
• New Mexico (F)
Background checks critical to improving more
scores
Since the Annual Gun
Law Scorecard was created one of the key findings
has been that to raise their
grade and save lives, all
states should enact universal background checks,
closing the dangerous
loophole in federal gun
laws that allows individuals to obtain firearms at
gun shows and on the
internet without a background check. Twenty
states and Washington DC
have so far extended the
background
check
requirement beyond federal law. Instituting universal background checks at
the federal level would
help keep guns out of the
wrong hands by improving the patchwork of state
laws that currently leaves
states with universal background checks vulnerable
to ineffective implementation and trafficking. If
they enacted universal
background checks, 28
states would see their
grades jump at least one
full letter grade, though
some would increase two.
Activists are leading the
charge to beat back dangerous gun lobby bills
This year's Gun Law
Scorecard also highlights
how successful efforts by
gun violence prevention

advocates to thwart gun
lobby-backed bills allowed
many states to keep their high
grades. This year is the
first time since 2012 that
no state lost points for
either of the two biggest
gun lobby priorities-guns
on campus and permitless
carry. No states saw their
score downgraded by an
entire letter grade. This is
further proof that the gun
lobby is losing its influence over state houses
across America as voters
and advocates stand up to
gun lobby-backed legislation intended to weaken
gun laws. In 2018, advocates were successful in
helping defeat dozens of
dangerous gun lobbybacked bills in more than
half of the states, including stopping permitless
carry bills and halting the
attempted enactment of
measures to allow guns on
college campuses, universities, and K-12 schools.
Visit the Annual Gun Law
Scorecard at gunlawscorecard.org
For 25 years, the legal
experts at Giffords Law
Center to Prevent Gun
Violence have been fighting for a safer America by
researching, drafting, and
defending the laws, policies, and programs proven
to save lives from gun violence.
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Remembering Dr. King and "The Other America"
Continued from page 1

In 2019 the two
Americas Dr. King wrote
about still remain. A nation
once lauded for its enviable
and expanding middle class
has evolved into a nation of
people who are either growing wealthy or growing
poor. In this unfortunate
process, the nation's envied
middle class is vanishing.
Historically, homeownership has been a reliable measure of the nation's
middle class. Late last year it
stood at 64.4 according to
the Census Bureau. Yet
when race and ethnicity are
added who owns a home
today discloses a far different picture. White homeownership was higher than
the national average at 73.1
percent.
But blacks still-suffering from the financial
losses from the now decadeold foreclosure crisis had a
homeownership rate of 41.7
percent, lower than its prehousing crisis rate of 47.7
percent. Today's black
homeownership resembles
the same levels experienced
at the time of the 1968 Fair
Housing Act's passage.
Latino homeownership today is higher than that
of blacks at 46.3 percent; but
still lower than its earlier
pre-crisis rate of 47.7.
Housing also remains troubled for renters as well.
According to the National

Low Income Housing
Coalition, the nation lacks
more than 7 million affordable rental homes that affect
43.8 million families.
Moreover, 11 million families pay more than half of
their income on housing and
are considered severely-cost
burdened.
As of January 3,
over 1,100 HUD contracts
with landlords for its Section
8 rental voucher program
expired. By February, another 1,000 more contracts are
expected to expire. At press
time, the stalemated federal
government shutdown continued, leaving millions of
people uncertain about their
lives, or livelihoods or both.

While landlords and HUD
figure out the paperwork,
1.2 million families relying
on this vital rental support
program remain at risk.
Also caught in partisan bickering of a federal
government shutdown are
men and women - the military and civil servants whose service to the country
is deemed so essential that
they must continue to work
without knowing when
another paycheck will
arrive. Another 800,000 furloughed federal workers
may be at home; but like
others affected by the shutdown, they too still need to
pay their rent or mortgage,

honor their financial obligations and take care of children as best they can.
When times are tough financially, a range of predatory
lenders seize opportunities
to tempt those who are hard
pressed for cash with interest rates on loans that would
make a bookie blush. When
a loan of only a few hundred
dollars comes with interest
payments that double or
triple the cash borrowed,
predatory lenders are ready
to exploit those with few or
no financial options.
Those who are
unpaid or underemployed those who are working but
failing to earn a salary comparable to their education
and training, student loan
repayments can take a financial backseat to housing,
utilities, or other daily living
needs. In 1967 Dr. King
advised his Stanford University
audience, "Somewhere we
must come to see that social
progress never rolls in on the
wheels of inevitability. It
comes through the tireless
efforts and the persistent
work of dedicated individuals…. And so we must help
time, and we must realize
that the time is always right
to do right."
This year, may we
all continue to honor Dr.
King and do our respective
efforts to make America live
up to its promise of opportunity for all.
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What kind of fruit are you bearing?
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
The Mississippi Link

Many people try to
do or be good, honest people
who do what is right. But
Jesus says that the only way
to live a truly good life is to
stay close to Him, like a
branch attached to the vine.
Apart from Christ our efforts
are unfruitful. Are you receiving the nourishment and life
offered by Christ, the Vine?
Are you bearing the fruit of a
Christian? What kind of fruit
are you bearing?
We read in John
15:8, "By this My Father is
glorified, that you bear much
fruit; so you will be My disciples." Are you bearing the
fruit of the Spirit as in
Galatians 5:22-23? It reads:
"But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance:
Against such there is no law."
Is the fruit of your
lips praising God? Hebrews
13:15 tells us, "By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that
is, the fruit of our lips giving
thanks to His Name." Are you
bearing the fruit of good
works? Is the fruit of good
works apparent in your life?
Titus 2:14 says, "Who gave
Himself for us, that He might
redeem us from all iniquity
and purify unto Himself a
peculiar people, zealous of
good works." God's people
are not saved by goods
works; they are saved for
good works so that they
might extend His love and
grace to others.
As you examine
yourself, do you have the attitude of those who were the

true Disciples of Christ? Paul
reminds us in Philippians
3:18-19, "For many walk, of
whom I have told you often,
and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies
of the Cross of Christ: Whose
end is destruction, whose
God is their belly, and whose
glory is in their shame, who
mind earthly things." The
enemies of the Cross of Christ
have a different goal, a different god, and a different glory
than Christians. Because they
set their minds on earthly
things, their end is destruction.
There are those who
are easy on themselves but
hard on everyone else. There
are those who have two standards. They have one standard for themselves and
another standard for others.
There is a cover up
for anything if you want it that
way. Anything you want to
do or any way you want to
live, there is a cover up if that
is the way you want it.
To ensure that you
will pass the test, you must
examine yourself in the light
of God's Word. True believers
never resent being put to the
test. A good student does not
mind a test; only those who
have not done their homework and paid attention in
class react negatively when
the teacher says, "All right,
we are going to take a test." I
normally reacted in a negative way, about 90 percent of
the time. Do you know why?
I was not ready for it. I had
not studied. That is the way it
is with many people today.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor of Joynes
Road Church of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is a member of the
National Association of Evangelism Church
of God, Anderson, Ind.

How Howard Thurman met Gandhi and brought nonviolence to the
civil rights movement
Continued from page 9

Throughout
the
journey, the issue of segregation within the Christian
church and its inability to
address color consciousness, a social and political
system based upon discrimination against blacks and
other nonwhite people, was
raised by many of the people he met.
Thurman and Gandhi
The delegation met with
Gandhi towards the end of
their tour in Bardoli, a small
town in India's western
state of Gujarat.
Gandhi, an admirer
of Booker T. Washington,
the prominent AfricanAmerican educator, was no
stranger to the struggles of
African-Americans. He had
been in correspondence
with prominent black leaders before the meeting with
the delegation.
As early as May 1,
1929, Gandhi had written a
"Message to the American
Negro" addressed to
W.E.B. DuBois to be published in "The Crisis."
Founded in 1910 by
DuBois, "The Crisis" was
the official publication of
the National Association for
the Advancement
of
Colored People.
Gandhi's message
stated, "Let not the 12 million Negroes be ashamed of
the fact that they are the
grandchildren of slaves.
There is no dishonor in
being slaves. There is dis-

honor in being slave-owners. But let us not think of
honor or dishonor in connection with the past. Let us
realize that the future is
with those who would be
truthful, pure and loving."
Understanding the idea
of nonviolence
In a conversation lasting
about three hours, published in The Papers of
Howard
Washington
Thurman, Gandhi engaged
his guests with questions
about racial segregation,
lynching,
AfricanAmerican history, and religion. Gandhi was puzzled
as to why AfricanAmericans adopted the religion of their masters,
Christianity.
He reasoned that at
least in religions like Islam,
all were considered equal.
Gandhi declared, "For the
moment a slave accepts
Islam he obtains equality
with his master, and there
are several instances of this
in history." But he did not
think that was true for
Christianity.
Thurman
asked what was the greatest
obstacle to Christianity in
India. Gandhi replied that
Christianity as practiced
and identified with Western
culture and colonialism was
the greatest enemy to Jesus
Christ in India.
The delegation used
the limited time that was
left to interrogate Gandhi
on matters of "ahimsa," or
nonviolence, and his perspective on the struggle of
African-Americans in the

Gandhi, spinning cotton, in a photo from 1931. AP Photo

United States.
According
to
Mahadev Desai, Gandhi's
personal
secretary,
Thurman was fascinated
with the discussion on the
redemptive power of ahimsa in a life committed to the
practice of nonviolent
resistance.
Gandhi explained
that though ahimsa is technically defined as "noninjury" or "nonviolence," it
is not a negative force,
rather it is a force "more
positive than electricity and
more powerful than even
ether."
In its most practical
terms, it is love that is "selfacting," but even more - and
when embodied by a single
individual, it bears a force
more powerful than hate
and violence and can transform the world.
Towards the end of
the meeting, Gandhi proclaimed, "It may be through
the Negroes that the
unadulterated message of
nonviolence will be delivered to the world."
Search for an American
Gandhi
Indeed, Gandhi's

views would leave a deep
impression on Thurman's
own interpretation of nonviolence. They would later
be influential in developing
Martin Luther King Jr.'s
philosophy of nonviolent
resistance. It would go on to
shape the thinking of a generation of civil rights
activists.
In his book, "Jesus
and the Disinherited,"
Thurman addresses the
negative forces of fear,
deception and hatred as
forms of violence that
ensnare and entrap the
oppressed. But he also
counsels that through love
and the willingness to nonviolently engage the adversary, the committed individual creates the possibility of
community.
As he explains, the
act of love as redemptive
suffering is not contingent
on the other's response.
Love, rather, is unsolicited
and self-giving. It transcends merit and demerit. It
simply loves.
A growing number
of African-American leaders
closely
followed
Gandhi's campaigns of
"satyagraha," or what he
termed as nonresistance to
evil against British colonialism. Black newspapers

and magazines announced
the need for an "American
Gandhi."
Upon his return,
some African-American
leaders
thought
that
Howard Thurman would
fulfill that role. In 1942, for
example, Peter Dana of the
Pittsburgh Courier, wrote
that Thurman "was one of
the few black men in the
country around whom a
great, conscious movement
of Negroes could be built,
not unlike the great Indian

courage in the spiritual
resources of the church.
There must be provided a
place, a moment, when a
person could declare, I
choose."
Indeed, leaders like
Martin Luther King did
choose to live out the
gospel of peace, justice and
love that Thurman so eloquently proclaimed in writing and the spoken word,
even though it came with an
exacting price.
In his last letter to

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., speaking at the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference in Atlanta. AP Photo

independence movement."
King, love and nonviolence
Thurman, however,
chose a less direct path as
an interpreter of nonviolence and a resource for
activists who were on the
front lines of the struggle.
As he wrote, "It was my
conviction and determination that the church would
be a resource for activists a mission fundamentally
perceived. To me it was
important that the individual who was in the thick of
the struggle for social
change would be able to
find renewal and fresh

Martin Luther King, dated
May 13, 1966, Thurman
expressed his regret for the
time that had elapsed since
he and King last spoke. He
ended the short note with a
rather foreboding quote
from the American naturalist and essayist Loren
Eiseley,
"Those as hunts
treasure must go alone, at
night, and when they find it
they have to leave a little of
their blood behind them."
King, like Gandhi
70 years ago, fell to an
assassin's bullet on April 4,
1968.

14 - Gulf Coast Good News

January • February • March 2019

Hidden figures: How black women
preachers spoke truth to power
Continued on page 9

The first woman to
achieve this validation was
Julia A. J. Foote. In 1884, she
became the first woman
ordained a deacon in the
African Methodist Episcopal
Zion AME Church. Shortly
after followed the ordinations
of AME evangelist Harriet A.
Baker, who in 1889 was perhaps the first black woman to
receive a pastoral appointment. Mary J. Small became
the first woman to achieve
"elder ordination" status,
which permitted her to
preach, teach and administer
the sacraments and Holy
Communion.
Historian
Bettye
Collier-Thomas maintains
that the goal for most black
women seeking ordination in
the late 19th and early 20th
centuries was simply a matter
of gender inclusion, not necessarily pursuing the need to
transform the patriarchal
church.
Preaching justice
An important voice was that
of Rev. Florence Spearing
Randolph. In her role as
reformer, suffragist, evangelist and pastor, she daringly
advanced the cause of freedom and justice within the
churches she served and even
beyond during the period of
the Great Migration of 20th
century.

In my book, "A
Pursued Justice: Black
Preaching from the Great
Migration to Civil Rights," I
trace the clerical legacy of
Rev. Randolph and describe
how her prophetic sermons
spoke to the spiritual, social
and industrial conditions of
her African-American listeners before and during the
largest internal migration in
the United States.
In her sermons she
brought criticism to the broken promises of American
democracy, the deceptive ideology of black inferiority and
other chronic injustices.
Randolph's sermon
"If I Were White," preached
on Race Relations Sunday,
Feb. 1, 1941, reminded her
listeners of their self-worth. It
emphasized that America's
whites who claim to be
defending democracy in
wartime have an obligation to
all American citizens.
Randolph spoke in
concrete language. She
argued that the refusal of
whites to act justly toward
blacks, domestically and
abroad, embraced sin rather
than Christ. That, she said,
revealed a realistic picture of
America's race problem.
She also spoke about
gender
discrimination.
Randolph's carefully crafted
sermon in 1909 "Antipathy to
Women Preachers," for

Study Shows Little Change Since Kerner Commission Reported on

Racism 50 Years Ago
An update to the landmark study finds there is now more poverty and
segregation in America
Continued from Page 4

example, highlights several
heroic women in the Bible.
From her interpretation of
their scriptural legacy, she
argued that gender discrimination in Christian pulpits
illustrated a misreading of
scripture.
Randolph used her
position as preacher to effect
social change. She was a
member and organizer for the
Woman's
Christian
Temperance
Union
(WCTU), which led in the
work to pass the 18th
Amendment, which made
prohibition of the production,
sale and transport of alcoholic
beverages illegal in the
United States. Her affiliation
with the WCTU earned her
the title "militant herald of
temperance and righteousness."
Today,
several
respected African-American
women preachers and teachers of preachers proudly stand
on Lee's, Small's and
Randolph's shoulders raising
their prophetic voices.
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"We made progress
on virtually every aspect of
race and poverty for nearly a
decade after the Kerner
Report and then that progress
slowed, then stopped and in
many ways was reversed, so
that today racial and ethnic
discrimination is again worsening. We are resegregating
our cities and our schools,
condemning millions of kids
to inferior education and taking away their real possibility
of getting out of poverty,"
Fred Harris, the last surviving
member of the Kerner
Commission, said during a
talk at George Washington
University on Tuesday.
Statistics tell the
story. In 1988 about 44 percent of black children went to
majority-white schools. But
that was also the same year
that courts began reversing
desegregation policies. Now
that number has dropped to
20 percent. There are other
sobering statistics. As the AP
points out, the study shows
that following the passage of
the Fair Housing Act in 1968,
home ownership by black
Americans jumped around 6
percent. Those gains, however, reversed between 2000
and 2015 when black ownership dropped by 6 percent.
The study also found

that in 2016, the number of
people living in deep povertydefined by the U.S. Census
Bureau as a household with
"total cash income below 50
percent of its poverty threshold"-was 16 percentage
points higher than it was in
1975. Meanwhile, the number of U.S. children living in
poverty has climbed from
15.6 percent in 1968 to 21
percent in 2017.
The
Economic
Policy Institute, which
released its own study on the
50th anniversary of Kerner
Commission's
findings,
reports that in 2017 black
unemployment was higher
than it was in 1968, and it
remained around twice the
rate of white unemployment.
The rate of incarcerated individuals who are black also
tripled since the 1968 report
came out. And the wealth gap
has also increased. Today, the
median white family has 10
times the wealth of the median black family.
All of this means the
conditions that the Kerner
Report suggested led to the
frustration that poured out in
riots throughout many poor
African-American neighborhoods during the 1960s, are
still present today.
Back when the
Kerner Report was released, it

was, in fact, more or less
ignored by the Johnson
administration. The president
reportedly felt the commission did not give him enough
credit for his Great Society
programs. Additionally, as
Julian Zelizer argues in the
Atlantic, the study was politically toxic. "The report made
recommendations for massive investments in employment, education, and housing
that Johnson knew would
never
move
through
Congress," Zelizer writes.
While the government did not
address it, the study nevertheless became a paperback bestseller, setting off new conversations in the public around
race, poverty and inequality
with its conclusion that "[o]ur
Nation is moving toward two
societies, one black, one
white-separate and unequal."
The 2018 report
wants to open that conversation up again. As Harris tells
Bates of NPR, he was 37
years old back when he
worked on the Kerner Report.
"Whoever thought that 50
years later, we'd still be talking
about the same things," he
says. "That's kinda sad."
Read more: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/study-shows-little-change-segregation-and-povertyover-last-fifty-years180968317/#C2YzRcfdJOoqxFTR.99

To fully appreciate black history, the US must let go of lingering
Confederate nostalgia
Continued from page 8

Forgetting that distorted vision of history
would not erase an authentic past. It might create
opportunities for understanding post-Civil War
history in more honest and
equitable ways.
what letting go or forgetting the past would look
Truth and reconciliation like. For example, in his
second inaugural address,
Confederate
nostalgia President Abraham Lincoln
works
against
the implored Union and
American ethic of renewal Confederate states to recand the desperately needed oncile, "with malice toward
work of truth and reconcil- none, with charity for all."
iation. Such work, as in In December 1866, Robert
post-apartheid
South E. Lee himself expressed a
Africa, includes collective similar sentiment. He
agreements to remember argued
that
erecting
the past differently, resolve Confederate memorials
historical conflicts, and "would have the effect of
imagine a new future. Even retarding instead of accelStonewall Jackson's grand- erating" post-war recovery.
sons support proposals to Ironically, the prevalence
remove a statue of their of Confederate rememgrandfather in Richmond, brance today suggests that
Virginia, for this purpose. many Americans have forThey advocate for a "larger gotten Lincoln's and Lee's
project of actively mending pleas to consciously forget
the racial disparities that past disputes.
hundreds of years of white
supremacy have wrought." Vastly unequal memories
Communities can
pursue this objective not Historical narratives rooted
only by removing monu- in Confederate nostalgia
ments. They can also exert undue influence over
remove barriers to under- Americans' perceptions of
standing history in more national history. Distorted
honest and equitable ways. memories of Confederate
Select figures from history - depictions of
the aftermath of the Civil benevolent slave masters
War can help us to imagine and loyal slaves - hinder

serious efforts to confront
the brutal legacies of white
supremacy.
As a result, it
impedes efforts to memorialize the full scope of
African-American
resilience in the face of persistent brutalities. Robert E.
Lee, Jefferson Davis and
Stonewall Jackson are
household
historical
names, with their likenesses preserved in numerous
monuments. Not so for
black Americans like
Benjamin Banneker, David
Walker, Sojourner Truth,
Ida B. Wells, Booker T.
Washington and countless
others.
Myriad streets and
public buildings are named
after Confederate leaders.
While no comprehensive
catalog exists, some databases
estimate
Confederacy markers number in at least the thousands.
Of course, efforts
to commemorate AfricanAmerican history also
exist. They include the
recently opened National
Museum
of
African

American History and
Culture in Washington,
D.C.,
the
National
Memorial for Peace and
Justice in Montgomery,
Alabama, and plans to
replace Andrew Jackson
with Harriet Tubman on the
U.S. $20 bill. But those
efforts are historically
delayed and dramatically
overshadowed.
These disparities indicate
how reverence for the
mythic Confederate past
hinders the nation from
seeking a new kind of
future. Pursuing the difficult work of truth and reconciliation is impossible
without letting go of the
Lost Cause.
That work would
involve sober discussions
about how Confederate
monuments, and the attitudes toward history that
they illustrate, represent
distortions of American
history rather than praiseworthy representations of
it. It would also require
finding new ways to prioritize the teaching and commemoration of AfricanAmerican history.
Local governments
have removed statues of
Confederate generals in the
dark of night. Will we also
labor together, in the light
of day, to discover more
honest and equitable ways
of understanding our history anew?

The 42nd stamp in the
Black Heritage series honors Gregory Hines (19462003), whose unique style
of tap dancing injected
new artistry and excitement into a traditional
American form. A versatile
performer
who
danced, acted and sang on
Broadway, on television

and in movies, Hines
developed the entertainment traditions of tap into
an art form for a younger
generation and is credited
with renewing interest in
tap during the 1990s. Art
director Derry Noyes
designed the stamp, which
features a 1988 photograph by Jack Mitchell.
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Faith Tabernacle of Praise
Service Times:
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:15 a.m.
Sunday & Wednesday Night
7:00 p.m.

Faith Tabernacle of Praise
336 Rodenberg Ave.
Biloxi, MS 39531
228-374-5606

Radio Broadcast
WQFX AM 1130
Mon, Wed, Fri @
11 a.m
Sunday 9:30 a.m
Sunday 12:00 p.m

Faith Tabernacle of Praise extends a warm and sincere invitation to all military
families and singles. We recognize and understand that being away from home
and your home church can be difficult. We offer a warm and inviting atmosphere
to make you feel at home as much as possible. Some of our members have also
served our Country in the Army, Marine Corps, and Air Force.
Faith Tabernacle of Praise is a non-denominational body of believers that
accepts all of the Holy Bible as God's inspired Word. We believe in praising God
as Psalms 150 speaks of, but more importantly, we live as St. Matthew 25: 3436 and II Timothy 2:15 requires.
We invite you to come share the vision with us in a church where you will
not be just a number. We are just the right size for you. Come magnify the Lord
with us!
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